
s the city of Christchurch rises 

A  
post-earthquake, the work of 
Sheppard & Rout is one of the 

foremost on the landscape, with the  
BNZ Centre the first large scale retail 
space to be completed in the new  
central city retail precinct.

“You never dream you’ll end up 
designing significant parts of your own 
city,” says Jasper, who sees the BNZ 
Centre as a starting point for the city’s 
direction long term. “It’s brilliant to  
be involved.”

The development is no small 
undertaking in design or scale – more 
than 22,000m² of prime office and retail 
space over half a block, fronting both 
Cashel and Hereford streets, which is 
being constructed in two stages.

Stage I, which faces onto Hereford St, is 

Retail precinct comes to life
To be a part of designing the city you live in is a rare opportunity. Through chance or fate, this is the position that Jasper van der Lingen 

now completed, making up about a third 

and the team at Sheppard & Rout Architects find themselves in.

of the development in total. The design 

includes first-floor parking, with retail and 
hospitality tenancies on the ground floor, 
and large office space in the remaining 
four floors, which will be occupied by 
government departments.

BNZ will find their new central city 

“We were thinking of the 

 

really nice spaces in 
Christchurch before the 

earthquakes. We liked the 
idea of a pedestrian network 

weaving its way through.”

The BNZ Centre courtyard forms part 
of the Stage II development that is 

currently under construction.

home in Stage II of the development, a 
large five-storey building which fronts 
onto Cashel St. This 18,600m² U-shaped 
building will sit in front of Stage I, and 
forms a central courtyard on the site of the 
old Whitcoulls building and, more recently, 
the previous home of Re:Start container 
mall. 

Designs of this scale are not new to 
Sheppard & Rout, whose previous work 
has included Christchurch International 
Airport, the award-winning Stranges 
and Glendenning Hill building and 
accompanying Stranges Lane, and 
current work on Burwood Hospital.

“We were thinking of the really nice 
spaces in Christchurch before the 
earthquakes,” says Jasper, who as  
project design architect worked closely 
with colleagues Martin Henkes and James 
Simpson.

There were some features which they 
knew had to be included to create not 
only a great design but a welcoming 
public space – sun-filled areas out of the 
wind, carparks away from view, buildings 
with character and a great contemporary 
retail area.

As a structure on its own, it is 
impressive and even more so when it is 
woven into other developments nearby. 
Two major laneways run from east to west 
and north to south, from Colombo St to 
Oxford Terrace and Cashel to Hereford 
sts, and continue through neighbouring 
development The Terrace.

“We liked the idea of a pedestrian 
network weaving its way through,” says 
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